
To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter Reflections ch 1-8 
1 1. Assuaged 

2. Apothecary 

3. Taciturn 

4. Unsullied 

5. Dictum 

6. Ambled 

7. Malevolent 

8. Vapid 

9. Predilection 

10. Concession 

 

 
1. Chapter 1 introduces readers to the town of Maycomb, its appearance, its inhabitants, and the 

particular attitudes of many of its people.  Find sentences or parts of sentences that illustrate each of 
the following attitudes or ideas.  Provide a page number for each. 

a. Pride in ancestry and “tradition” 
b. Pride in conformity and distrust of those who are different 
c. Awareness of different social classes 
d. Little-to-no interest in the world outside of Macomb. 

2. What information is certain about Boo Radley? 
3. Why does Boo Radley and the Radley place fascinate the children? 

 

2 1. Condescended 

2. Foray 

3. Indigenous 

4. Seceded 

5. Cunning 

6. Illicitly 

7. Entailment 

8. Vexations 

9. Sojourn 

 

 
1. Scout makes three mistakes during her first day of school.  What are they and why do they make Miss 

Caroline so angry? 
2. Why are the professional people poor at this time in Maycomb? 
3. What is the WPA, and why won’t Mr. Cunningham work for it? 
4. What is Miss Caroline like as a teacher?  Would you/wouldn’t you want to be in her class?  Why/why 

not? 

3 1. Onslaught 

2. Cordially 

3. Expounding 

4. Flinty 

5. Contemptuous 

 

6. Diminutive 

7. Fraught 

8. Amiable 

9. Disapprobation 

10. Aloft 

 

 
1. Calpurnia lectures Scout on manners when scout criticizes Walter’s.  How do both Atticus and 

Calpurnia react to the way Scout treats Walter Cunningham? 
2. What are the differences between the Cunninghams and the Ewells?  Why do you suppose this 

difference exists? 
3. Atticus tells Scout, “You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of 

view…until you climb in his skin and walk around in it.”  What does Scout begin to realize at this 
point? 

4. Why does Atticus say the law is rigid for “common folk,” but it is bent in certain ways for the Ewells? 
5. What is the compromise that Atticus suggests? 

 

4 1. Auspicious 

2. Wrought 

3. Tyranny 

4. Unanimous 

5. Phenomena 

6. Melancholy 

7. Evasion 

 

 
1. In what specific ways does Scout criticize the school she is attending? 
2. Where do you suppose the gum and pennies are coming from?  What makes you think so? 
3. What is the “Radley Game”?  Scout has two reasons for wanting to quit the game.  What are they? 

5 1. Tacit 

2. Magisterial 

3. Benevolence 

4. Communion 

5. Incomprehensible 

6. Asinine 

7. Edification 

 

 
1. Based on the description of Miss Maudie Atkinson, decide on what type of character she is.  Give 

evidence of your decision (examples/quotations). 
2. What does Miss Maudie mean when she says, “Sometimes the Bible in the hands of one man is worse 

than a whiskey bottle in the hand of—oh, of your father.” 
3. What does Atticus think about the Radley’s right to privacy?  Do you agree with this point of view?  

Why or why not? 
 

6 1. Prowess 

2. Ramshackle 

3. Dismemberment 

4. Malignant 

5. Desolate 

 

 
1. What reasons do Jem and Dill give for trying to peek into the Radley window on this particular night? 
2. What does Jem say that makes Scout go along with the plan? 
3. After the incident, Jem’s real desire is not just to recover his pants but to keep on good terms with 

Atticus.  What does this desire tell you about Jem’s relationship wit his father? 
4. How does Dill explain Jem’s clothing situation?  How does it almost land them in trouble? 

 

7 1. Honed 

2. Ascertaining 

3. Cleaved 

4. Rendered 

5. Meditative 

 

 
1. What is the condition of Jem’s pants when he finds them? Why did their condition frighten him 

further? 
2. What evidence exists to indicate Jem understands more about Boo than Scout does? 
3. Why does Mr. Nathan Radley fill the hold in the tree with cement?  Why does Jem cry about it? 
 

8 1. Aberration 

2. Appomattox  

3. Torso 

4. Perpetuated 

5. Libel 

6. Caricatures 

7. Direst 

8. Shambles 

9. Perplexity 

 

 
1. Why does Scout quiz Atticus about his visit to the Radley house?  How much does Atticus tell her? 
2. What is the “near libel” that Jem and Scout put in the front yard? How do Miss Maudie and Atticus 

react to it? 
3. Why does Atticus save Miss Maudie’s old rocking chair? 
4. When Atticus asks Scout about the blanket around her shoulders, what does Jem realize? 
5. After the fire is over, how does Miss Maudie feel about the destruction of her house?  What does this 

reaction tell you about her character and her values? 
 

  



To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter Reflections Chapters 9-15 
9 Inordinately 

Ingenuous 
Analogous 
Ingenuous 
Provocation 
mortify 

1. Explain Atticus’ statements about the following: 
a) the use of the word “nigger” (85). 
b) his personal reasons for defending Tom Robinson (86). 
c) “Simply because we were licked a hundred years before we started is no reason for us not to try to win” 
 (87). 
d) “Don’t pay any attention to her, Jack.  She’s trying you out.  Cal says she’s been cussing fluently for a week 
 now” (90). 
e) When a child asks you something, answer him, for goodness’ sakes.  But don’t make a production of it.  
 Children are children, but they can spot an evasion quicker than adults” (99). 
f) “Why reasonable people go stark raving mad when anything involving a Negro comes up, is something I 
 don’t pretend to understand” (100-1). 
2. Who are the following people, and how do they relate to Atticus and the children? 
a) Alexandra b) Francis  c) Jack d) Jimmy 

10 Inconspicuous 
Contemporaries 
Rudiments 
Mausoleum 
Simultaneous 
Interrogate 
 

1. At the beginning of this chapter, Scout is ashamed of Atticus.  List his faults as she sees them. 
2. Explain why it is a sin to kill a mockingbird. 
3. Why does Heck Tate not want to shoot Tim Johnson? 
4. How does Miss Maudie explain Atticus excellent marksmanship? 
5. Why won’t Jem allow Scout to brag about Atticus at school?  Do you agree with him?  Why / why not? 

11 Apoplectic 
Obscurely 
Acquisition 
Inaudible 
Reconnaissance 
Nether 
Undulate 
Propensities 
Morphine 
Cantankerous 
 

1. What type of person is Mrs. Dubose?  Give examples of what she says to defend your opinion. 
2. What does Jem do that Scout describes as him having simply gone mad? 
3. How does Atticus explain the term “nigger-lover” on 124? 
4. On 128, Atticus explains why Mrs. Dubose was a great lady.  How does this explanation correspond to why 
 Atticus will defend Tom? 

12 Contentious 
Haughty 
Ecclesiastical 
Lingered 
Novel 
 

1. Jem is now 12, and there is a widening gap of understanding between Jem and Scout.  List a couple of 
 examples of the tension between them. 
2. Explain Lula’s antagonism toward Jem and Scout. 
3. Scout finds going to church with Cal to be similar to her own church.  List the differences she notices 
 between the two churches. 
4. Why does Cal speak differently when around the Finch’s and then around her friends at church.  Is she a 
 hypocrite or honest?  Explain. 

13 Objective 
Prerogative 
Obliquely 
Myopic 
Elusive 

1. Why does Aunt Alexandra come stay with the Finch family. 
2. Scout and Alexandra communicate poorly.  Whose fault is it or are they equally at fault? Explain. 
3. Discuss cousin Joshua Finch as Atticus describes him, and as Aunt Alexandra describes him. 
4. How does Alexandra involve herself in Maycomb’s social life? 

14 Obscure 
Resilient 
 

1. How does Atticus describe rape to Scout?  How suitable is this answer for Scout? 
2. How does Aunt Alexandra feel about Calpurnia?  Explain why this opinion is “in character” for her. 
3. Why is Scout so happy about the brawl with Jem?  
4. What do the readers learn about Dill’s account of his running away? 

15 facade  
succinct 
acquiescence 
aggregation 
uncouth 
fey 

1. What is the “nightmare” that descends upon the children? 
2. What is the Ku Klux Klan?  What are Atticus’ opinions of it?  What do you think about his opinions? 
3. How does Jem react when Atticus tells him to go home?  Why? 
4. What causes the lunch mob to break up? 
5. Why is Atticus so affectionate toward Jem while on the way home? 

 


